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SELECTION INDEXES 



THE ANTAGONISTS 



THE ANTAGONISTS 



THE ANTAGONISTS (2) 



THE ANTAGONISTS  (2) 



FOLLOW THE MONEY !! 







SELECTION INDEX  = ECONOMIC INDEXES 

 
 
 
 



Current Southern African Selection Indexes  

Selection Indexes Breed 

Self Replacing Grassfed Index Brahman, Simbra 

Self Replacing Feedlot 
Brahman, 

Simmentaler, Simbra 

Self Replacing Weaner 
Brahman, 

Simmentaler, Simbra 

Terminal Sire Simmental 











Economically relevant trait importance of 

 Extensive Rangeland Grazing Index 



EBV composition of 

 Extensive Grassland Index 



Top 10% SR ERG compared to Namibian 

Brahman Sires (2010 EBV’s) 



SELECTION RESPONSE $SRF Index 
 
BTB SIMMENTALERS 













1. Decision on bull buyers’ production            
     system 
 Weaner 
 Ox production 
 Terminal                  
2. Select economic Selection Index 
 $SRF 
 $SGF 
 $Terminal 
 Breed Object (Make your own) 
3. Identify herd EBV shortcomings 

Bull Selection 

Step 1: 



Step 2: 

Select beef with good $SRF values 
(+/- 550 active bulls in the top 15% of the 
race, available today) 





Analyze and herd bull breeding value to avoid 
herd within over emphasis. 

Step  3: 





Step  4: 

phenotypic evaluation. 
 



SUMMARY 

• Benchmark your herd’s performance 

• Set goals for herd improvement 

• Utilize available data 

• Dedication 

• Discipline and Patience 

 



Thank you 



Importance of Bull Selection 
• Two primary goals: 

1. Produce live calves 

2. Make genetic improvement in economically 
relevant traits 

 

 

Bull C 

Offspring Produced Bull B 

Bull A 

Bull 

% Genes 
Contributed 
to Offspring 

Produced 

A 12 ½ 

B 25 

C 50 

Total: 87 ½ % 

Source: Colorado State University 


